History of Archaeology

ANTH 165

Fall 2007

Instructor: Dr. Matthew C. Curtis

Class Meeting Times and Location: TR 11:00-12:15 PM, GIRV 2120
Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday 12:45-1:45 PM, or by appointment

Office Location:  HSSB 2069
Telephone: 893-5483
Email: mcurtis@anth.ucsb.edu

Course website: http://www.nfomedia.com

Course Objectives:
This course surveys the history of archaeology from the pre-modern period to today.  We will focus on the major changes through time in the intellectual contexts, practices, and theoretical approaches to the field of archaeology from a global perspective.  The influences of pioneering archaeologists and the impact of important archaeological discoveries are examined.  This course provides students with an understanding of how and why archaeology has changed over the years and how social conditions and theoretical currents from outside of archaeology have impacted how archaeology is practiced.  The relevance of major archaeological discoveries and insights, methodological and theoretical advances, and consideration of archaeology’s influence upon popular conceptions about the past all are explored in this course.  
Students will read Brian Fagan’s A Brief History of Archaeology and Bruce Trigger’s A History of Archaeological Thought, watch and discuss several films related to readings and lectures, and complete research papers concerning the relevance of an important archaeological discovery or particular archaeologist’s research to course topics and themes.
It is expected that students already will have a solid introductory background in archaeology and have skills in critical thinking and synthesizing a wide range of information from a variety of sources.  

Required Texts:
Brian M. Fagan (2004)  A Brief History of Archaeology:  Classical Times to the Twenty-First Century.  Prentice Hall.

Bruce G. Trigger (2006, second edition)  A History of Archaeological Thought.  Cambridge University Press.
Note:  It is very important that you have the second edition (2006) of A History of Archaeological Thought.  DO NOT purchase the first edition (1989).
Grading and Course Requirements:

Student course grades will be based on the following components:
(1) Class Participation and Discussion (100 possible points) = 10% of course grade

(2) Exam 1 (300 possible points) = 30% of course grade

(3) Research Paper (300 possible points) = 30% of course grade

(4) Exam 2 (300 possible points) = 30% of course grade

Grades will be calculated based upon a total of 1,000 possible earned points.  Letter grades will be assigned for the following point totals:

970 to 1000 points = A+

930 to 969 points = A

900 to 929 points = A-

870 to 899 points = B+

830 to 869 points = B

800 to 829 points = B-

770 to 799 points = C+

730 to 769 points = C

700 to 729 points = C-

670 to 699 points = D+

630 to 669 points = D

600 to 629 points = D-

Below 600 points = F

Note: No make-up exams will be given and no late research papers will be accepted, except in cases of documented medical or family emergencies, or an official University excuse.  

Academic Integrity:
The classroom is a special environment in which students and faculty come together to promote learning and intellectual growth.  It is essential to this learning environment that respect for the rights of others seeking to learn, respect for the professionalism of the instructor, and the general goals of academic freedom are maintained.  Differences of viewpoint or concerns should be expressed in terms that are supportive of the learning process, creating an environment in which students and faculty may learn to reason with clarity and compassion, to share of themselves without losing their identities, and to develop an understanding of the community in which they live.  Student conduct that disrupts the learning process shall not be tolerated and may lead to disciplinary action and/or removal from class.  

Please see the 2007-2008 UCSB General Catalog concerning student conduct and responsibility.  This instructor and the University of California take seriously offenses such as cheating, fabrication, and plagiarism.  Any act of academic dishonesty is unacceptable and will be met with disciplinary action.

 
Important services available to support students at UCSB:

Campus Learning Assistance Service: Telephone: 893-3269. CLAS helps students increase their mastery of course material through course-specific tutoring and academic skills development. CLAS has tutorial groups and drop-in tutoring schedules posted on the web site: www.clas.ucsb.edu. Sign up for services at the CLAS main office, Building 477, 9-5 daily. 

Counseling & Career Services: Telephone: 893-4411; www.counseling.ucsb.edu .  Counseling & Career Services offers counseling for personal and career concerns, self-help information and connections to off-campus mental health resources. 

Disabled Students Program: Telephone: 893-2668; www.sa.ucsb.edu.  DSP provides academic support services to eligible students with temporary and permanent disabilities. Please let me know if you need special classroom accommodations due to a disability. You must register with DSP prior to receiving these accommodations.

Course Outline:

Week 1:

Lecture/Reading/Film/Discussion Topics: 

Introduction to Course:

Why is Archaeology Important?  

Readings:
Fagan: Preface

Trigger: Preface to the Second Edition

Week 2:

Lecture/Reading/Film/Discussion Topics: 

Archaeology Before the 18th Century: The Origins of Archaeology; Archaeology and Theology; Antiquarianism
Classical Archaeology and Other Text-Based Archaeologies vs. Anthropological Archaeology
Readings:

Fagan: Chapter 1

Trigger: Chapters 1-3

Week 3:

Lecture/Reading/Film/Discussion Topics:
Archaeology in the 18th and 19th Centuries:

The Three Age System; Unilinear Evolution; Early Archaeological Museum Collections, Curation, and Exhibitions; Early Archaeology in Egypt; Early Archaeology in Mesopotamia and Southwest Asia; Early Archaeology in Anatolia; Early Archaeology in the Americas; Early Archaeology in Europe, the Mediterranean, and Aegean

Readings:
Fagan: Chapters 2-5

Trigger: Chapter 4

Week 4:

Lecture/Reading/Film/Discussion Topics: 

Archaeology in the Early 20th Century:

Advances in Excavation Techniques, Classification and Description, and Seriation; Stratigraphic Observation; Sensational Discoveries and Popular Imagination; Archaeology and the Colonial Enterprise

Readings:

Fagan: Chapter 6
Trigger: Chapter 5
Week 5:

Lecture/Reading/Film/Discussion Topics: 

Archaeology of the 1930s, 1940s, and Early 1950s:

The Development of Systematic Artifact Typologies and Culture History Frameworks; Early Marxist Approaches; Soviet Archaeology; Early Ecological and Settlement Archaeology; Cultural Ecology and Archaeology; Functionalism in Archaeology; Important Discoveries in the Americas, Asia, and Europe

Readings:
Fagan: Chapters 7-10

Trigger: Chapters 6-7
Week 6:

Lecture/Reading/Film/Discussion Topics: 

Archaeology of the Late 1950s and Early 1960s:

Neo-Evolutionary Perspectives; Development of Multidisciplinary Research; Salvage Archaeology; Development of Historical Archaeology; Impact of Radiocarbon Dating on Culture Historical Perspectives; Geographical and Temporal Expansion of Archaeology – Africa, Australia, and Oceania
Readings:

Fagan: Chapter 11
Week 7:

Lecture/Reading/Film/Discussion Topics: 

Mid and Late 1960s, 1970s, and Early 1980s:

The Development of “New Archaeology” (Processual Archaeology); Culture Process; Advances in Research Design; Systems Theory; Formation Processes and Behavioral Archaeology; Initial Computer Applications and Statistical Approaches in Archaeology
Readings:

Fagan: Chapter 12

Exam 1:  Thursday, November 8.  Exam will cover all reading, lecture, discussion, and film material from 
weeks 1-6.
Week 8:

Lecture/Reading/Film/Discussion Topics: 

Mid and Late 1960s, 1970s, and Early 1980s (continued):

Middle Range Theory; Development of Ethnoarchaeology; Cultural Resource Management and Historic Preservation; Advances in Archaeological Survey; Off-Site Archaeology; Development of Evolutionary Archaeology; Structuralist Approaches; Development of Cognitive Archaeology; Challenges to Colonial Perspectives in the Archaeology of Africa, Asia, Australia, Oceania, and the Americas

Readings:
Trigger: Chapter 8
Week 9:
Lecture/Reading/Film/Discussion Topics: 

The Last Twenty Years - Mid to Late 1980s, 1990s, and Today:

Reactions to Processualism; Post-Processual Archaeology; Critical Theory; Deconstruction; Engendered Archaeology; Dialectical Archaeology; New Approaches in Marxist Archaeology; Agency in Archaeological Interpretations; Reflexive Approaches; Post-Modernism and Archaeology; Cultural Resources Management and Heritage Preservation; The Pragmatic Synthesis
Readings:
Fagan: Chapter 13

Trigger: Chapter 9
Week 10:

Lecture/Reading/Film/Discussion Topics:

The Last Twenty Years – Mid to Late 1980s, 1990s, and Today (continued):

Advances in Evolutionary Archaeology; Broadening of Historical Archaeological Inquiry; Advances in Ethnoarchaeology; Household Archaeology; Advances in Archaeobotany, Zooarchaeology, and Bioarchaeology; The Impact of Geographic Information Systems and Remote Sensing Applications in Archaeology; Indigenous Archaeology;  Advances in Ethics in Archaeology; Public Archaeology; The Relevance of Archaeology in Societies Today and in the Future
Readings:
Fagan: Chapter 14
Trigger: Chapter 10
Research Paper Due:  At the beginning of class, Thursday, November 29.

Week 11:

Lecture/Reading/Film/Discussion Topics:

TBA

Finals Week (Week 12):

Exam # 2:  Thursday, December 13 from 12 to 3 PM.  Exam will cover all reading, lecture, discussion, and film material from weeks 7-11.
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