English 1C Higgin

Adapted from a handout by Gretchen Bartels


Annotated Bibliography Guidelines
Due Date: In class on Monday, May 18, 2009. 
For your annotated bibliography, you must include three sources with bibliographic entries and a short paragraph summary (3-5 substantial sentences or 50-100 words) of each source. You must use one source not covered in class. You must locate your sources through the library via the Scotty catalog or the electronic journal databases (e.g. MLA Bibliography, Academic Search Complete, and Google Scholar). The bibliographic entries must be in MLA format which you can find the online writing lab at Purdue University (http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/).  Your summaries must include the following three elements:

1. an overall summary of the source

2. a couple key examples from the source

3. a statement of how you intend to use this source (a source could give you facts, statistics, breadth, depth, or an interpretation of your issue).    
I will be evaluating your bibliographies on whether you have correct MLA documentation, strong sources, and if you include the three elements.  You may also want to include short quotations from the article of a key word or phrase that will help you later.
Sample Annotated Bibliography Entry:

Nadel, Ira.  “Chapter 18: Byron in a Laptop.”  Tom Stoppard: A Life. New York: Palgrave 

Macmillan, 2002. 425-452. 

In this chapter, Nadel investigates the influences on Stoppard’s Arcadia, the ways in which the play changed during its construction, and the critical reception it received.  According to Nadel, Thomas Love Peacock’s novel Headlong Hall may have influenced Stoppard’s plot.  Nadel also gives interesting information about the construction of the play, such as its original title, Et in Arcadia Ego (430-1).  She explains that Stoppard insists on calling his play an “event” rather than a “text” because it is generated through the contribution and collaboration of others (444).  Overall, this piece gives me background about the play Arcadia. 

